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Reliever Andrew Miller says the goal for the season is to win it all. 
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Today’s weather 


Clouds 
<<’ breaking. 
“<< High: 42 

Low: 31 


Saturday: Showers 52 | 29 
Sunday: Cloudy, chilly, 39 | 26 


Weather report, A2 


Holidays 


Passover, Good Friday 
fall on the same day 


Today, and for the third time 
this century, the Jewish celebra- 
tion of Passover and the Chris- 
tian holiday Good Friday fall on 
the same day. 

Passover honors the ancient 
Hebrews’ painting of lamb’s 
blood above their doors, seek- 
ing God’s protection in Egypt. 
Good Friday recognizes the day 
Jesus Christ was crucified. 

The history behind the two 
days makes the simultaneous 
occurrence significant, reli- 
gious leaders say. “Passover 
is the yearly reminder of the 
grace God showed the Jews, 
who in faith marked their 
doorposts. Good Friday bears a 
similar message for Christians. 
God’s only son died on a cross 
as our sacrifice. ... God’s grace 
is shown sufficient in both re- 
membrances,” says Mark Saun- 
ders, senior pastor at Baylife 
Church in Brandon, Florida. 


Metro<State 


Police reform costs 
grow in Cleveland budget 
Cleveland’s projected 2018 
budget includes millions of 
dollars in expenditures related 
to the ongoing police reform 
efforts it agreed to with the 
Justice Department. A4 


Nation &<World 


Funeral for victim 

of police shooting 
Hundreds of mourners fill a 
church in Sacramento for the 
funeral of Stephon Clark, a black 
father of two whose shooting 
death by the police 11 days ago 
has touched off protests. A12 


Spirit Airlines cuts 

more Akron flights 

Spirit Airlines is cutting service 
at the Akron-Canton Airport 
and starting next month will 
fly only to Orlando, Florida, 
through the summer. A14 


Forum 


Can King’s message 
reverberate today? 
Commentary: Fifty years 
after the killing of Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr., we need to ask 
whether our nation can return 
to greatness through a true 
sense of compassion for the 
least among us. E1 


Friday 

Ring in the spring 

with Dyngus Day 

Take in the pleasures of polka 
and pierogi on Dyngus Day, the 
annual Polish rite of spring. T1 


cleveland.com 
from Easters past 
Hop back in time 
©) vintage photos of 
Easter egg hunts 
The Plain Dealer and Cleve- 
land.com. See a slideshow at 


Vintage photos 

with a selection of 
and other holiday events from 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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Ohio on his mind. 
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RICHFIELD — President 
Donald Trump always has 


It was a key piece of 
his unlikely victory in the 
2016 election. He’s visited 
the state four times to 
give speeches since tak- 
ing office — plus sent Vice 
President Mike Pence to 


give three. 

And during his Thurs- 
day speech at a union 
training facility in Rich- 
field, it showed. 

Before Trump even ar- 
rived in the town halfway 
between Cleveland and 
Akron, the streets were 
lined with people standing 
in dreary weather holding 
signs of support (although 
a group of protesters also 


Ohio speech 


gathered nearby). Once 
he arrived, the crowd 
cheered enthusiastically. 

It was a speech that 
seemed tailored for the 
crowd of Ohio workers, 
the kind of speech fo- 
cused on trade that argu- 
ably helped Trump win 
the state by more than 8 
percentage points. 

And it was the kind 
of speech that reminded 


President talks infrastructure 
to union members 1n Richfield 


JOSHUA GUNTER | CLEVELAND.COM 
President Donald Trump takes the stage at the International Union of Operating Engineers training center in Richfield, where 
he spoke Thursday about infrastructure. His proposal would mostly be financed by local government and private investments. 


many workers who have 
fallen on tough times 
about a past when their 
lives were flush. 

“We are in many cases 
like a third-world coun- 
try,’ Trump said. “It’s an 
embarrassment. And we 
were the ones who had the 
drive and the imagination 
to get it done.” 

He talked about rene- 
gotiating deals, bring- 


Trump takes shots at Democrats, likes ‘Roseanne’ 


ing back jobs, spurring 
growth and keeping out 
immigrants who might 
take those jobs. 

Nicole Stewart, a 4-year 
apprentice at the Rich- 
field facility, said she felt 
like the United States had 
rebounded. She credited 
Trump with increasing 
demand for union labor. 


SEE TRUMP | A16 


MARVIN FONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Boarded-up homes on Roehl Avenue in Cleveland are 
being marketed as a package by St. Rocco parish, to 
the dismay of neighborhood leaders. 


Clark-Fulton neighborhood 


MICHELLE JARBOE 
mjarboe@ plaind.com 


A Catholic church and 
community advocates on 
Cleveland’s near West Side 
are at odds over the poten- 
tial sale of eight boarded-up 
houses and six nearby lots — 
properties that have experi- 
enced a downward spiral of 
blight the past two years. 

St. Rocco Catholic Church, 
in the city’s Clark-Fulton 
neighborhood, is trying to 
sell the real estate as a pack- 
age. The price for the 14 par- 
cels, which hit the market in 


mid-February, is $280,000. 
The Cleveland Catholic Dio- 
cese confirmed this week that 
the parish has received offers 
and is considering them. 

The listings, on Roehl Ave- 
nue and West 33rd Street, pit 
two ostensibly civic-minded 
groups — a church and 
neighborhood leaders — 
against one another, in a 
disagreement tinged with 
tensions over the tug-of-war 
between private property 
rights and a community’s 
desires. 


SEE ROCCO | AG 


Electrical supply 


JOHN FUNK 
jfunk@plaind.com 


FirstEnergy’s power 
plant subsidiary wants the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
to help it get above-market 
prices for electricity it gen- 
erates with its nuclear and 
coal power plants. 

Thursday’s appeal to the 
DOE comes a day after the 
company told grid man- 
ager PJM Interconnection 
and the Nuclear Regula- 
tory Commission that it 
would close its three nu- 


clear power plants over the 
next three years. 

And it comes during a 
time when many analysts, 
and FirstEnergy Corp.’s 
top executives, expect the 
power plant subsidiary, 
FirstEnergy Solutions, to 
seek bankruptcy protection 
from creditors to whom it 
owes nearly $3 billion. 

With its appeal, FirstEn- 
ergy is trying to convince 
the DOE that an electrical 
supply emergency exists in 
Ohio and 12 other states. 

The emergency, wrote 


the power plant compa- 
ny’s parent FirstEnergy 
Corp., is that the regional 
high-voltage power grid 
could become unstable if 
the company shuts down 
its three nuclear power 
plants. 

FirstEnergy is asking 
the DOE to declare that 
an official emergency ex- 
ists and order PJM to, in 
effect, dispatch the com- 
pany’s power ahead of the 
cheaper electricity gener- 
ated by wind turbine farms 
and a growing fleet of gas 


FirstEnergy claim: Emergency is coming 


turbine plants built by en- 
trepreneurs. 

PJM’s longtime policy is 
to favor the lowest priced 
power available to main- 
tain a stable grid. More 
expensive power is chosen 
as needed. 

“PJM has done little to 
prevent this emergency 
despite the numerous signs 
for many years that the 
emergency was coming,” 
the company wrote in its 
emergency application. 


SEE ENERGY | A14 


Public transit 


RTA board’s 
chairman 
resigns in 
health probe 


His premiums may 
not have been paid 


GRANT SEGALL 
gsegall@ plaind.com 


George Dixon III re- 
signed Thursday as RTA 
chairman and trustee at 
the board’s request be- 
cause of an investigation 
about his health care 
premiums, according to 

Fi 2 officials of 
the transit 
agency. 

Dixon 
stepped 
down after 
26 years 
on the 
board, the 
past 24 as 
his colleagues’ choice for 
chairman. The investiga- 
tion concerns his possible 
failure to pay years’ worth 
of premiums for health in- 
surance provided by RTA, 
according to fellow board 
member Georgine Welo 
and agency spokeswoman 
Linda Krecic. 


SEE DIXON | A18 
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